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The first in-depth, comparative, and interdisciplinary study of

indigenous Amazonian musical cultures, Burst of Breath showcases new
research on the dynamic range of ritual power and social significance

of various wind instruments-including flutes, trumpets, clarinets, and
whistles-played in sacred rituals and ceremonies in Lowland South
America. The editors provide a detailed overview of the historical
significance, scientific classification, shamanic and cosmological
associations, and changing social meanings of ritual wind instruments
within Amazonian cultures. Th



