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This monograph examines the place of chapters 3 and 4 in the larger
argument of Hebrews, particularly the relationship of the people of God
in Heb 3:7-4:13 to the surrounding discussion of the high priest. The
connection between the great high priest and the people of God proved
a central question for twentieth-century scholars, including Ernst
Käsemann. The first chapter of this work examines previous attempts
to explain the flow of the argument and revisits the proposal of J.
Rendel Harris, who thought attention to the two Joshuas of the Hebrew
Bible was the key to connecting Heb 3:7-4:13 to its frame. The second
chapter examines reading practices within Second Temple Judaism that
shaped those of the author of Hebrews. Two subsequent chapters
explore the history of Second Temple interpretation of the texts central
to Harris's proposal: Numbers 13-14 and Zechariah 3. The Levi-priestly
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tradition receives particular attention. The following chapter provides a
careful study of the early chapters of Hebrews that explores allusions
and echoes to Numbers and to Zechariah. The monograph concludes
with a positive assessment of much of Harris's proposal.
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This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 6th International
Conference on Brain Inspired Cognitive Systems, BICS 2013, held in
Beijing, China in June 2013. The 45 high-quality papers presented were
carefully reviewed and selected from 68 submissions. BICS 2013 aims
to provide a high-level international forum for scientists, engineers,
and educators to present the state of the art of brain inspired cognitive
systems research and applications in diverse fields.


