
UNINA99104633440033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Dire straits : the perils of writing the early modern English coastline
from Leland to Milton / / Elizabeth Jane Bellamy

Pubbl/distr/stampa Toronto, [Ontario] ; ; Buffalo, [New York] ; ; London, [England] : , :
University of Toronto Press, , 2013
©2013

ISBN 1-4426-6391-X
1-4426-9424-6

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (215 p.)

Disciplina 821/.30932146

Soggetti English poetry - Early modern, 1500-1700 - History and criticism
Coasts in literature
Cartography in literature
Landscapes in literature
Electronic books.
England In literature

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Front matter -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Chapter One. The
Imperatives of Humanism: Early Modern English Shorelines under
Quarantine -- Chapter Two. Lurid Shorelines: Mapping Spenser's Queen
Elizabeth in Ariosto's Hebrides -- Chapter Three. Ever-Receding
Shorelines: Antiquarian Poetry and Prose and the Limits of
Shakespeare's Coastal Dramatic Verse -- Chapter Four. Exiled
Shorelines: Early Milton and the Rejection of the Mare Ovidianum --
Chapter Five. Coda: Exiting the Shadow of Ultima Britannia in Paradise
Lost -- Bibliography -- Index
England became a centrally important maritime power in the early
modern period, and its writers - acutely aware of their inhabiting an
island - often depicted the coastline as a major topic of their works.
However, early modern English versifiers had to reconcile this reality
with the classical tradition, in which the British Isles were seen as
culturally remote compared to the centrally important Mediterranean of
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antiquity. This was a struggle for writers not only because they used
the classical tradition to legitimate their authority, but also because this
image dominated cognitive maps of the oceanic world. As the first
study of coastlines and early modern English literature, Dire Straits
investigates the tensions of the classical tradition's isolation of the
British Isles from the domain of poetry. By illustrating how early
modern English writers created their works in the context of a
longstanding cultural inheritance from antiquity, Elizabeth Jane Bellamy
offers a new approach to the history of early modern cartography and
its influences on literature.


