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Developments in the understanding and psychotherapeutic treatment
of children and adolescents suffering from psychotic levels of
disturbance are dealt with in this work, from the Tavistock Clinic Series.
The book is chiefly concerned with children troubled in their behaviour,
relationships, and communication. There is something extremely
unsettling about the disturbed behaviour of sexually abused and
severely troubled children. In spite of a sometimes exasperating
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measure of perversion and destructive wilfulness, these children
manage to communicate a clear plea for help - a plea which deeply
affects those in their immediate surroundings who find themselves
struggling to make sense of these contradictory messages. This book
describes significant new developments in the understanding and
treatment of children and adolescents suffering from psychotic levels
of disturbance. Each chapter contains a clinical description of a child
emerging from a psychotic state, creating a useful collection of case
histories.
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Our attempts to understand the world around us are greatly advanced
by scientific research, which holds nearly unlimited potential to address
our questions of what? and how? Some scientific fields, however, seem
to take a hands-off approach to the big question of why? Why does the
universe work the way it does? Why do our brains make us think certain
thoughts or feel certain sensations? Why did we evolve the way we did?
Some fundamental scientific understanding is necessary before one can
venture too deeply into these types of inquiries, which almost ine



