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The book is based on the author's very careful study of all the women
who were involved with the normally extremely busy and painfully sick
Pope Gregory the Great, many of them staying with him in Rome while
he sorted out their mainly legal cases, and one of them, Theoctista, the
learned sister of the Emperor Maurice, receiving the longest letter that
he ever wrote to any individual. The consular son of the great Boethius,
Flavius, was the father of Lady Rusticiana, who received several lette...
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