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Power often operates in strange and surprising ways. With A Convent
Tale, Renee Baernstein uncovers some of the nuanced methods
cloistered women devised to exert their agency.  In the tradition of
Simon Schama and Steven Ozment, Baernstein uses the compelling
story of a single clan, the Sfondrati, to refashion our understanding of
the early modern period. Showing the nuns as neither helpless victims
nor valiant rebels, but reasonable beings maneuvering as best they
could within limits set by class, gender and culture.  Baernstein writes
against the tendency to depict women as inactive
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"You shitheads are here to learn to fight!" -- "Vandegrift, I have some
very disconcerting news" -- "I'm beginning to doubt whether there's a
Jap on the whole damned island" -- "May I retake Tulagi too?" -- "The
bastards are in the trees!" -- "Was this going to be the real test?" --
"F--k Babe Ruth!" -- "Crying, praying, and cursing all at the same time"
-- "Goddamn, they got me in the eyes!" -- "We aren't going to let those
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(Reinforced), South Subsector -- Appendix C. US Marine casualties,
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<DIV>Following their rampage through Southeast Asia and the Pacific
in the five months after Pearl Harbor, Japanese forces moved into the
Solomon Islands and began building the Guadalcanal airfield. In July
1942, Americans captured the almost completed airfield for their own
strategic use.<BR />The Japanese Army countered by sending to
Guadalcanal a reinforced battalion under the command of Col. Kiyonao
Ichiki.  Marines wiped out Ichiki's men, who-imbued with "victory fever"
-had expected a quick and easy victory.</DIV>
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