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Sometime toward the middle of the twelfth century, it is supposed, an
otherwise obscure figure, born a Jew in Cologne and later ordained as a
priest in Cappenberg in Westphalia, wrote a Latin account of his
conversion to Christianity. Known as the Opusculum, this book
purportedly by "Herman, the former Jew" may well be the first
autobiography to be written in the West after the Confessions of Saint
Augustine. It may also be something else entirely. In The Conversion of
Herman the Jew the eminent French historian Jean-Claude Schmitt
examines this singular text and the ways in which it has divided its
readers. Where some have seen it as an authentic conversion narrative,
others have asked whether it is not a complete fabrication forged by
Christian clerics. For Schmitt the question is poorly posed. The work is
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at once true and fictional, and the search for its lone author-whether
converted Jew or not-fruitless. Herman may well have existed and
contributed to the writing of his life, but the Opusculum is a collective
work, perhaps framed to meet a specific institutional agenda. With
agility and erudition, Schmitt examines the text to explore its meaning
within the society and culture of its period and its participation in both
a Christian and Jewish imaginary. What can it tell us about
autobiography and subjectivity, about the function of dreams and the
legitimacy of religious images, about individual and collective
conversion, and about names and identities? In The Conversion of
Herman the Jew Schmitt masterfully seizes upon the debates
surrounding the Opusculum (the text of which is newly translated for
this volume) to ponder more fundamentally the ways in which
historians think and write.

UNINA99107747932033212. Record Nr.

Titolo Organising care around patients : stories from the frontline of the NHS
/ / Naomi Chambers, Jeremy Taylor

Pubbl/distr/stampa Manchester : , : Manchester University Press, , [2021]
©2021

ISBN 1-5261-4744-0

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (240 pages)

Disciplina 362.10941

Soggetti Medical care - Great Britain
Patient participation

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Sommario/riassunto Healthcare aims to be patient-centred but a large gap remains between
the fine words and the reality. Care often feels designed for the
convenience of the organisations that deliver it, and not enough around
patients and their families, or even around the frontline staff who
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provide it. Why does this happen? What does it feel like? What can be
done about it? This book stimulates reflection on these questions by
listening closely to those at the frontline. It provides accounts from
patients, carers and healthcare professionals who are patients about
what it's like when services get it right, and wrong, from birth up to the
end of life. Quite simply, we want to draw upon the power of
storytelling - which is increasingly valued as a tool for learning - to
help policymakers and practitioners to understand how to deliver better
care. We also hope to enlighten the general reader about how they
might go about navigating "the system" while it remains imperfect.
There is a growing literature of first-person accounts from patients and
from healthcare professionals. This book differs by providing a
collection of narratives of experiences of the NHS in England to paint a
rich and varied picture. Alongside these narratives we provide some
international context, and an overview of the history of moves towards
a more patient-centred approach to care. We present the theory and
practice of storytelling in the context of healthcare. We also seek to
help the reader to draw out the practical learning from the individual
accounts.


