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Jennifer Maiden's poems are like verse essays, subjecting the political
issues of our time, and the figures who dominate them, to a fierce
scrutiny, while allowing the personal aspects of experience to be
portrayed in the most delicate and imaginative ways. This is the quality
of liquid nitrogen which gives the book its title - 'the frozen suspension
which is risky/ but also fecund and has beauty' - it is a substance
which permits the most intense and heated interactions, and at the
same time, the survival of delicate organisms. In the cool medium of
Maiden's poetry Julia Gillard confronts her
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