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In 2006, 1st Lt. Wesley Gray was deployed as a U.S. Marine Corps
military adviser to an Iraqi Army battalion in the Haditha Triad. For 210
days, he lived and fought beside Iraqi soldiers in the most dangerous
and austere province of western Iraq. Al-Anbar was filled with an
insurgent population traumatized by a recent massacre of twenty-four
men, women, and children shot at close range by U.S. Marines in
retaliation for the death of one of their comrades in a roadside
bombing. Despite the high tensions created by the shootings, Gray was
able to form a bond with the Iraqis because he had an edg


