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Through a microhistory of a small province in Upper Egypt, this book
investigates the history of five world empires that assumed hegemony
in Qina province over the last five centuries. Imagined Empires charts
modes of subaltern rebellion against the destructive policies of colonial
intruders and collaborating local elites in the south of Egypt. Abul-
Magd vividly narrates stories of sabotage, banditry, flight, and massive
uprisings of peasants and laborers, to challenge myths of imperial
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competence. The book depicts forms of subaltern discontent against
"imagined empires" that failed in achieving their professed goals and
brought about environmental crises to Qina province. As the book
deconstructs myths about early modern and modern world hegemons,
it reveals that imperial modernity and its market economy altered
existing systems of landownership, irrigation, and trade- leading to
such destructive occurrences as the plague and cholera epidemics. The
book also deconstructs myths in Egyptian historiography, highlighting
the problems of a Cairo-centered idea of the Egyptian nation-state.
The book covers the Ottoman, French, Muhammad Ali's, and the British
informal and formal empires. It alludes to the U.S. and its failed market
economy in Upper Egypt, which partially resulted in Qina's participation
in the 2011 revolution. Imagined Empires is a timely addition to Middle
Eastern and world history.
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How are biological diversity, protected areas, indigenous knowledge
and religious worldviews related? From an anthropological perspective,
this book provides an introduction into the complex subject of
conservation policies that cannot be addressed without recognising the
encompassing relationship between discursive, political, economic,
social and ecological facets. By facing these interdependencies across
global, national and local dynamics, it draws on an ethnographic case
study among Maya-Q'eqchi' communities living in the margins of
protected areas in Guatemala. In documenting the cultural aspects of
landscape, the study explores the coherence of diverse expressions of
indigenous knowledge. It intends to remind of cultural values and
beliefs closely tied to subsistence activities and ritual practices that
define local perceptions of the natural environment. The basic idea is to
illustrate that there are different ways of knowing and reasoning,
seeing and endowing the world with meaning, which include visible
material and invisible interpretative understandings. These tend to be
underestimated issues in international debates and may provide an
alternative approach upon which conservation initiatives responsive to
the needs of the humans involved should be based on.


