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Recent catastrophic events, such as the 1-35W bridge collapse, New
Orleans flooding, the BP oil spill, Port au Prince's destruction by
earthquake, Fukushima nuclear plant's devastation by tsunami, the Wall
Street investment bank failures, and the housing foreclosure epidemic
and the collapse of housing prices, all stem from what author Thomas
Fisher calls fracture-critical design. This is design in which structures
and systems have so little redundancy and so much interconnectedness
and misguided efficiency that they fail completely if any one part does
not perform as intended. If



