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This book offers the first detailed study of the essential relationship
between thought reform and the "dangerous classes"-the prostitutes,
beggars, petty criminals, and other "lumpenproletarians" the
Communists saw as a threat to society and the revolution. Aminda
Smith takes readers inside early-PRC reformatories, where the new
state endeavored to transform "vagrants" into members of the laboring
masses. As places where "the people" were literally created, these
centers became testing grounds for rapidly changing ideas and
experiments about thought reform and the subjects t
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