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part I. The age of election -- part 1l. The age of provision -- part lIl.
The European context.

Bishops were central figures in medieval society and the circumstances
of their appointments are of great historical importance. This book
considers the theory and practice of free canonical election in its
heyday under Henry 11l and Edward I, and the nature of and reasons for
the subsequent transition to papal provision. An analysis of the
theoretical evidence for this subject (including canon law, royal
pronouncements and Lawrence of Somercote's remarkable 1254 tract
on episcopal elections) is combined with a consideration of the means
by which bishops were created during the reigns of Henry
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