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James Weldon Johnson's Modern Soundscapes provides an evocative
and meticulously researched study of one of the best known and yet
least understood authors of the New Negro Renaissance era. Johnson,
familiar to many as an early civil rights leader active in the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and an intentionally
controversial writer on the subject of the significance of race in
America, was one of the most prolific, wide-ranging, and yet elusive
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authors of twentieth-century African American literature.Johnson
realized early in his


