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The growth of corporate power has kept pace with and even exceeded
the rapid rise of globalization in the past two decades. With it has come
the weakening of a nation’s ability to hold corporate power in check,
and the increasing inability of states to protect the rights of individuals
within their national boundaries as a result of the growing number of
international legal instruments. This work lays bare corporate actions
both domestic and international, under the guise of legal \'personhood,
\" and shows how corporations flaunt laws and act as controlling
powers beyond the constraints imposed on legal state citizens.
Corporations are now “embedded” within domestic legal regimes and
insinuate themselves to subvert the very systems designed to restrain
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corporate power and protect the public weal. Using international
vehicles like the WTO and NAFTA, corporate collective power effectively
supersedes the constitutional mandate of nation states.
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This book aims to help engineers, Masters students and young
researchers to understand and gain a general knowledge of logistic
systems optimization problems and techniques, such as system design,
layout, stock management, quality management, lot-sizing or
scheduling. It summarizes the evaluation and optimization methods
used to solve the most frequent problems. In particular, the authors
also emphasize some recent and interesting scientific developments, as
well as presenting some industrial applications and some solved
instances from real-life cases.Performance evaluation tools (Pet



