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Most studies of the political economy of money focus on the laws
protecting central banks from government interference; this book turns
to the overlooked people who actually make monetary policy decisions.
Using formal theory and statistical evidence from dozens of central
banks across the developed and developing worlds, this book shows
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that monetary policy agents are not all the same. Molded by specific
professional and sectoral backgrounds and driven by career concerns,
central bankers with different career trajectories choose predictably
different monetary policies. These differences undermine the
widespread belief that central bank independence is a neutral solution
for macroeconomic management. Instead, through careful selection
and retention of central bankers, partisan governments can and do
influence monetary policy - preserving a political trade-off between
inflation and real economic performance even in an age of legally
independent central banks.
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Big History is a new field on a grand scale: it tells the story of the
universe over time through a diverse range of disciplines that spans
cosmology, physics, chemistry, astronomy, geology, evolutionary
biology, anthropology, and archaeology, thereby reconciling traditional
human history with environmental geography and natural history.
Weaving the myriad threads of evidence-based human knowledge into
a master narrative that stretches from the beginning of the universe to
the present, the Big History framework helps students make sense of
their studies in all disciplines by illuminating the structures that

underlie the universe and the connections among them. Teaching Big
History is a powerful analytic and pedagogical resource, and serves as a
comprehensive guide for teaching Big History, as well for sharing ideas
about the subject and planning a curriculum around it. Readers are also
given helpful advice about the administrative and organizational
challenges of instituting a general education program constructed
around Big History. The book includes teaching materials, examples,
and detailed sample exercises. This book is also an engaging first-
hand account of how a group of professors built an entire Big History
general education curriculum for first-year students, demonstrating
how this thoughtful integration of disciplines exemplifies liberal
education at its best and illustrating how teaching and learning this
incredible story can be transformative for professors and students
alike.



