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The economic importance of innovative activity brings with it an active
debate on the effect of public policy on the innovation process. This
annual series, sponsored by the National Bureau of Economic Research,
brings the work of leading academic researchers to the broader policy
community, presenting papers that demonstrate the role that economic
theory and empirical analysis can play in evaluating policy. Volume 7
considers such topics as the apparent productivity decline in the
pharmaceutical industry; the effect of patents on both the "scientific
commons" and cumulative discovery; the flow of new Ph.D.s into
industry; a new mechanism to create economic incentives for producers
of digital goods that both stimulates innovation and encourages
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widespread use; and a formal analytical structure for a science of crisis
management.
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A new approach to agricultural research and development is needed in
order to conserve agricultural diversity, improve crops, and produce
food of quality for all. This publication examines this new approach to
agricultural research in light of 10 years of support by IDRC for projects
promote agricultural biodiversity and participatory plant breeding. It
examines key issues in detail, from the research questions, design of
on-farm research to farmers' and plant breeders' rights. It argues for
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the development of new, supportive policies and legislation. A series of
project stories illustrates


