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The nine empirical studies in New Narratives of Urban Space in
Republican Chinese Cities , organized under the general framework of
urban space, examine three critical dimensions of the great urban
transformation in Republican China—social, legal and governance
orders. Together these narratives suggest a new perception of this
historical urbanism. While modern economic development was a major
drive for Chinese urban transformation, this volume highlights the
dimension of the multilayered forces that shape urban space by looking
into that less quantifiable, but equally important cultural realm and by
exposing the ways in which these forces created new urban narratives,
which became themselves shapers of urban space and of our
perception of the Republican urbanity.
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