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part Section 1: Introduction and Overview -- chapter Introduction --
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Surveillance is a divisive issue—one might say it is inherently
controversial. Used by private industry, law enforcement, and for
national security, it can be a potent tool for protecting resources and
assets. It can also be extremely invasive, calling into question our basic
rights to freedom and privacy. Introduction to Surveillance Studies
explores technological trends, past- and present-day rationales for
surveillance and surveillance devices, and current social issues
surrounding them.
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