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The Asian Century will bring many changes to world trade and to the
global economy. It is predicted that China will be the largest single
economy in this new economic era; understanding how business
operates in China will hence be central to success in the Asian Century.
This book will be of particular interest to researchers, managers, and



anyone interested in international business in China. It examines the
experiences of a wide range of Australian businesses that have
internationalized to China, including planning for, establishing and
operating a business in China, staff selection and management, the
trade and investment environment, legal practices and regulations,
politics, corruption and intellectual property protection. Australian
businesses were selected for this project because of Australia's strong
economic connection with China and the stability of the Chinese
economy over the last 20 years, including during the GFC. China has
been Australia’s top trading partner since 2007. The consistency of the
Chinese economy and the long-term commitment of Australian
businesses to operations in China provided a valuable perspective from
which to examine foreign business operations in China. Over the last
20 years, the Chinese economy grew tenfold, to become the second
largest in the world. The longitudinal perspective of many of the
participants over this period of change enabled them to offer insightful
observations regarding the fundamental drivers of business practices in
China. The findings presented in this book are based on interviews
collected from 40 organizations, ranging from global mining and
banking organizations to small manufacturing or service companies,
covering a range of industries, and entry modes.



