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Everyone wants to be virtuous, but recent psychological investigations
suggest that this may not be possible. Mark Alfano challenges this
theory and asks, not whether character is empirically adequate, but
what characters human beings could have and develop. Although
psychology suggests that most people do not have robust character
traits such as courage, honesty and open-mindedness, Alfano argues
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that we have reason to attribute these virtues to people because such
attributions function as self-fulfilling prophecies - children become
more studious if they are told that they are hard-working and adults
become more generous if they are told that they are generous. He
argues that we should think of virtue and character as social
constructs: there is no such thing as virtue without social
reinforcement. His original and provocative book will interest a wide
range of readers in contemporary ethics, epistemology, moral
psychology and empirically informed philosophy.
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presentations -- Using audience learning psychology to advantage in
designing and delivering medical presentations -- Executing the
principles of adult learning in medical presentations -- Measuring
outcomes and ensuring success -- Using interval learning in a
comprehensive medical educational program.
In medical education a lot of attention is given to what is said, but less
consideration is given to how it is said. There is sometimes a misplaced
focus on the content at the expense of the experience for the learner.
Best Practices in Medical Teaching illustrates the general principles of
effective medical presentation. Stahl and Davis are leading experts in
medical communication and they effectively explain the practice and
methods behind their success. Applying the principles of adult
learning, they provide examples of how to design a successful lecture
and teach the reader how to influence the behaviors of their audience.
Each chapter ends with a chapter summary, progress check, and a
performance self-assessment test to ensure that the concepts are
understood. This book is an essential guide for all those involved in the
process of educating the next generation of doctors and supporting
them through their training.


