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This work began as a study of the dynamics of Chinese state socialist
society under the impact of ten years of reform. Workers, lower level
state cadres and private entrepreneurs were interviewed on the
ordinary strategies of daily life in China; on such phenomena as
corruption, the use of kinship and friendship networks, relations with
superiors and colleagues at work and the rapidly increasing use of
money for legal and illegal purposes. Approaching the problem from
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the perspective of the common Beijing resident illuminated the dynamic
interaction between the fabric of daily life and the
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In France, Belgium, and other Francophone countries, comic strips---
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called bande dessinee or ""BD"" in French---have long been considered
a major art form capable of addressing a host of contemporary issues.
Among French-speaking intelligentsia, graphic narratives were deemed
worthy of canonization and critical study decades before the academy
and the press in the United States embraced comics. The place that BD
holds today, however, belies the contentious political route the art form
has traveled. In Drawing France: French Comics and the Republic ,
author Joel E. Vessels examines the trek of


