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National Parks - 'America's Best Idea' - were from the first seen as
sacred sites embodying the God-given specialness of American people
and American land, and from the first they were also marked as tourist
attractions. The inherent tensions between these two realities ensured
the parks would be stages where the country's conflicting values would
be performed and contested. As pilgrimage sites embody the values
and beliefs of those who are drawn to them, so Americans could travel
to these sacred places to honor, experience, and be restored by the
powers that had created the American


