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This concise reader/anthology of Russian and Soviet erotic prose
written between 1900 and 1940 consists of three parts: Silver Age
writings, interwar émigré literature, and early Soviet fiction. It was not
the author’s intention to select the most accomplished works dedicated
to the theme of sexuality and eroticism. Rather, the choice for the most
part fell upon texts previously unavailable in English and thus less
known to readers who do not read in Russian. In addition, these works
give a good idea of how the “birth of the body” in Russian literature and
culture actually happened and of the laborious, difficult nature of this
birth.
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