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The exploding cost of health care in the United States is a source of
widespread alarm. Similarly, the upward spiral of college tuition fees is
cause for serious concern. In this concise and illuminating book, well-
known economist William J. Baumol explores the causes of these
seemingly intractable problems and offers a surprisingly simple
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explanation. Baumol identifies the "cost disease" as a major source of
rapidly rising costs in service sectors of the economy. Once we
understand that disease, he explains, effective responses become
apparent. Baumol presents his analysis with characteristic clarity,
tracing the fast-rising prices of health care and education in the U.S.
and other major industrial nations, then examining the underlying
causes of the phenomenon, which have to do with the nature of
providing labor-intensive services. The news is good, Baumol
reassures, because the nature of the disease is such that society will be
able to afford the rising costs.
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Sommario/riassunto This volume comprises the proceedings of a workshop with the same
title which took place in October 2015. It was organised within the
frame of the ARC13/18-049 (concerted research action) ‘A World in
Crisis?’. It has both a large chronological scope-from the Late
Paleolithic to the 12th c. AD - and wide geographical coverage, with
case studies from the Maya, Southern US, Aegean, Sri Lanka, Indus,
Gaul, Southern Levant, Anatolia, Egypt, North-western Europe, Alaska
and Mesopotamia. It discusses and critically analyses the variety of
signatures and archaeological correlates of crisis conditions that led to
social breakdown. As such it makes massive strides forward to a better
theoretical understanding of crisis-induced collapse.
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