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From the Immortals, the personal bodyguard of the Persian
Achaemenid kings; the death-or-glory Companions, Alexander the
Great's glorious cavalry corps; to Napoleon's Imperial Guards, flower of
the French army, select martial cohorts are perennially fascinating. And
perhaps no special force commands the romance, the mystique or the
enduring appeal of ancient Rome's throroughbred protection and
counter-insurgency squadron: the renowned Praetorian Guard. This
elite military unit existed for over 300 years. Conceived as a personal
army for the emperor, the Guard soon took over a wide range of pow
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