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The essays in this volume address the central theme of Pakistan's
enduring, yet elusive, quest for democracy. The book charts Pakistan's
struggle from its very inception, at least in the political rhetoric
provided by both civilian and military leaders, for democracy,
liberalism, freedom of expression, inclusiveness of minorities and even
secularism. At the same time, it demonstrates how in practice, the
country has continued to drift towards increasingly brittle
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authoritarianism, religious extremism and intolerance of minorities -
both Muslim and non-Muslim. This chasm between animated pol


