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H.H. Jasper, A.A. Ward, A. Pope and H.H. Merritt, chair of the Public
Health Service Advisory Committee on the Epilepsies, National Institutes
of Health, published the first volume on Basic Mechanisms of the
Epilepsies (BME) in 1969. Their ultimate goal was to search for a
""better understanding of the epilepsies and seek more rational
methods of their prevention and treatment."" Since then, basic and
clinical researchers in epilepsy have gathered together every decade
and a half with these goals in mind -- assessing where epilepsy
research has been, what it has accomplished, and where it shou


