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This Companion presents the current state of criticism in the field of
American fiction from the earliest declarations of nationhood to
secession and civil war. Draws heavily on historical and cultural
contexts in its consideration of American fiction Relates the fiction of
the period to conflicts about territory and sovereignty and to issues of
gender, race, ethnicity and identity Covers different forms of fiction,
including children's literature, sketches, polemical pieces, historical
romances, Gothic novels and novels of exploration Consid



