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La mort d'Alain Robbe-Grillet, en 2008, est a l'origine du colloque
international Alain Robbe-Grillet : balises pour le XXIe siecle, tenu a
l'Universite d'Ottawa en juin 2009 et dont cet ouvrage constitue les
Actes. Cette reunion avait pour objectifs de faire le point sur Robbe-
Grillet et son œuvre, tant litteraire que cinematographique, desormais
acheve, de la remettre en perspective avec les auteurs qui ont precede
l'ecrivain, qui ont ete ses contemporains ou avec les romanciers
d'aujourd'hui, de marquer un bilan d'etape de la recherche et de lancer
des pistes de reflexion pour l'av
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Idea / Amitai Etzioni -- Developmental Communalism into the Twenty-
First Century / Donald E. Pitzer -- Theorizing Intentional Community in
the Twenty-First Century / Lyman Tower Sargent -- Contemporary
Communalism at a Time of Crisis / Graham Meltzer -- Commune and
Community: A Socialist Perspective / Yiftah Goldman -- Communes
and Communities: History and Perspective / Yaacov Oved -- Historical
Perspectives on Participation / György Széll -- Community: Greatly
Needed but Hard to Achieve / Timothy Miller -- Communal Aspects of
Contemporary Life / Shulamit Reinharz -- In the Collective Interest: Job
Quality / Chris Warhurst and Katherine Trebeck -- The Communal Idea
in 21st Century Australia and New Zealand / Bill Metcalf -- Renewing
Traditional Communality / Menachem Topel -- Christian and Messianic
Jews’ Communes in Israel: Past, Present and Future / Rami Degani and
Ruth Kark -- Gender, Power and Equality: Women’s Roles in Hutterite
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Society / Yossi Katz and John C. Lehr -- The Reciprocal Relationship
between Feminism and Communal Life / Michal Palgi -- Kibbutz
Education: Characteristics, Changes and Future Relevance / Maria
Fölling-Albers -- Kibbutz: Survival at Risk / Eliezer Ben-Rafael --
Epilogue / Eliezer Ben-Rafael , Yaacov Oved and Menachem Topel --
Bibliography / Eliezer Ben-Rafael , Yaacov Oved and Menachem Topel
-- Index / Eliezer Ben-Rafael , Yaacov Oved and Menachem Topel.
The idea of a better society as associated with the communal idea is
investigated from both theoretical perspectives and through
contemporary experiences around the world. This idea leaves nobody
indifferent. Whatever the hardship that its concretization implies,
however, once it does materialize, it cannot, as such avoid new
challenges, tensions and unexpected claims. This means, at varying
degrees, negations of, and removals from, the “utopian inspiration”.
Humans are able to create unprecedented conditions of life under most
ambitious inspirations, but are unable to safeguard their achievements
from change, alterations and contradictions. In this, however, another
aspect of the utopian realizations is that they ultimately leave room for
new utopist thinking and enrolment. As far, indeed, the utopian
inspiration draws its vitality from potent civilizational codes, its renewal
from ashes is as unavoidable as its self-betrayal through
materialization. Contributors included: Eliezer Ben-Rafael, Rami
Degany, Amitai Etzioni, Maria Fölling-Albers, Yiftah Goldman, Ruth
Kark, Yossi Katz, John Lehr, Graham Meltzer, Bill Metcalf, Timothy
Miller, Yaacov Oved, Michal Palgi, Donald E. Pitzer, Shulamit Reinharz,
Lyman Tower Sargent, György Széll, Menachem Topel, Katherine
Trebeck, and Chris Warhurst.
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Conceptualizing Justice, Human Rights and Civil Religion -- Justice --
Human Rights -- Leadership.
Failed attempts in Africa to develop, democratise and instil virtues of a
just state and society which promote benevolent leadership and
advance political and economic rights and freedoms call for a ‘new’
imagination. By exploring a wide range of issues concerning justice,
human rights and leadership, this book makes two major contributions
to the extant literature in each of these areas. Firstly, as a project in
decoloniality, it constitutes an ‘epistemic break’ from mainstream
logics and approaches to understanding state, society and development
in Africa, presenting an approach that is filtered through a Euro-
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American lens that reifies the hegemony of a particular spatio-
temporality. In other words, it emphasises the importance of
situatedness by thinking from rather than about or with Africa. And
secondly, it addresses a fundamental shortcoming in decolonial
thought, which is often criticised for rejecting western paradigms of
thought without providing viable alternatives. The issues covered
include state failure in Africa, the geopolitics of US and NATO military
interventions on the continent, individual states’ responses to
international law, indigenous moral political leadership, authentic
inclusion of marginalised voices in development practice, an
endogenous approach to environmental ethics, and a spiritualist
reflection on the need for Africa to chart her own course to political,
social and economic redemption. By searching for alternative paths to
justice, human rights and leadership, this book represents an effort to
actualise the core vision of the African Renaissance to find ‘African
solutions for African problems’.


