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Pluralist politics in undemocratic political systems / Marina Ottaway
and Amr Hamzawy -- Incumbent regimes and the "king's dilemma" in
the Arab world: promise and threat of managed reform / Michele
Dunne and Marina Ottaway -- Fighting on two fronts: secular parties in
the Arab world / Marina Ottaway and Amr Hamzawy -- Islamists in
politics: the dynamics of participation -- Old actors and new arenas /
Amr Hamzawy and Marina Ottaway.

Pluralism in the Arab world has not yet matured into functional
democratic politics. While ruling establishments, Islamist movements,
and secular parties have introduced a much greater degree of pluralism
into Arab societies, the imbalance of power and interdependence
among these actors limits both the degree of political diversity and its
effectiveness at bringing about reforms. The Arab world is likely to
grapple with political apathy, low voter turnout, dwindling membership
in registered parties, and shrinking constituencies for the foreseeable
future. Even the Islamists, who demonstrate






