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First major work to deal solely with the Plaquemine societies.
Plaquemine, Louisiana, about 10 miles south of Baton Rouge on the
banks of the Mississippi River, seems an unassuming southern
community for which to designate an entire culture. Archaeological
research conducted in the region between 1938 and 1941, however,
revealed distinctive cultural materials that provided the basis for
distinguishing a unique cultural manifestation in the Lower Mississippi
Valley. Plaquemine was first cited in the archaeological literature by
James Ford and Gordon Willey
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In this slim, enlightening volume, internationally recognized Buddhist
teacher Martine Batchelor presents the basic tenets and teachings of
the Buddha through a selection of essential texts from the Pali canon,
the earliest Buddhist scriptures. Viewed by scholars as the actual
substance of the historical teachings (and possibly even the words) of
the Buddha, these texts are essential to an understanding of the
Buddhist faith, and Batchelor illuminates them with her lucid analysis
and interpretations. Both accessible to nonpractitioners and helpful to
scholars, The Spirit of the Buddha touches upon key themes, including
dharma, compassion, meditation, and peace, among others, creating a
panoramic view of one of the world's most widely practiced faiths that
is deeply rooted in its most vital texts.
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