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The time is right for a critical reassessment of Cold War culture both
because its full cultural impact remains unprocessed and because some
of the chief paradigms for understanding that culture confuse rather
than clarify. A collection of the work of some of the best cultural critics
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writing about the period, American Literature and Culture in an Age of
Cold War reveals a broad range of ways that American cultural
production from the late 1940's to the present might be understood in
relation to the Cold War. Critically engaging the reigning paradigms
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