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What are the psychological factors in operation when we form groups
or crowds, and how are these affected by socio-historical
circumstances? History offers endless examples of different forms of
human collectivity, both private and public, small-scale and large: from
the primal horde to the modern nuclear family, from the Athenian polis
to virtual internet communities. Within the context of shifting social
bonds in global culture, this book brings together debates on the left
from political philosophy, psychoanalysis, social psychology and media
and cultural studies to explore the logic of


