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pt. 1. A discussion of some matters preliminary to the study of political

philosophy -- pt. 2. The philosophical approach to politics.
Michael Oakeshott (1901-90) made his reputation as a political

philosopher, but for a long time it seemed as if he had little interest in

politics before 1945. His major pre-war work, Experience and its

Modes (1933) was an examination of the nature of philosophy and its

relation to other forms of thought that made almost no mention of
politics. However, it has become increasingly clear that this initial

judgment was misleading. A posthumous collection of early essays,
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