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Women's status in rural Java can appear contradictory to those both
inside and outside the culture. In some ways, women have high status
and broad access to resources, but other situations suggest that
Javanese women lack real power and autonomy. Javanese women have
major responsibilities in supporting their families and controlling
household finances. They may also own and manage their own
property. Yet these symbols and potential sources of independence and
influence are determined by a culturally prescribed, state-reinforced,
patriarchal gender ideology that limits women's autonomy. Power,
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