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Unrecognized states are territories that have achieved de facto
independence, yet have failed to gain international recognition as
independent states. These territories constitute anomalies in the
international system of sovereign states and often present significant
challenges to policy makers, as evidenced by the war in Georgia and
the continued debate over Kosovo's independence. This book draws on
both theory and case studies to better understand the phenomenon of
unrecognized states, demonstrating that the existence of such entities
is less unusual than previously assumed. Moving



