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Why has the female body been marginalised in psychoanalysis, with a
focus on female problems and pains only? How can we begin to think
about body pleasure, power, competition and aggression as normal in
females? In Women's Bodies in Psychoanalysis, Rosemary Balsam argues
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that re-tracing theoretical steps back to the biological body's attributes
is fruitful in searching for the clues of our mental development. She
shows that the female biological body, across female gender variants
and sexual preferences, including the 'vanished pregnant body', has
been largely overlooked in


