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The Hebrew Bible: glimpses of immortality -- Early post-biblical
literature: gateways to heaven and hell -- The mishnah: who will merit
the world to come? -- The Talmud: what happens in the next world? --
Medieval Jewish philosophy: faith and reason -- Mysticism:
reincarnation in Kabbalah -- Modernity: what do we believe? -- The
Messiah: the eternal thread of hope.

A number of the basic tenets of Jewish belief regarding the afterlife,
resurrection, immortality, judgment, messianism, and the world to
come are laid out in this fascinating and accessible volume. Beginning
with the Bible's references to Sheol and its allusions to resurrection,
this survey explores immortality and bodily resurrection in Second
Temple literature; the Mishnah's discussions of olam ha-ba, or the
world to come, and how to merit entry into it; and the Talmud's



depictions of paradise and hell, and the soul's journey through these
metaphysical landscapes. The book also explores the



