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Despite the intense media focus on Muslims and their religion since the
tragedy of 9/11, few Western scholars or policymakers today have a
clear idea of the distinctions between Islam and the politically based
fundamentalist movement known as Islamism. In this important and
illuminating book, Bassam Tibi, a senior scholar of Islamic politics,
provides a corrective to this dangerous gap in our understanding. He
explores the true nature of contemporary Islamism and the essential
ways in which it differs from the religious faith of Islam.Drawing on
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research in twenty Islamic countries over three decades, Tibi describes
Islamism as a political ideology based on a reinvented version of
Islamic law. In separate chapters devoted to the major features of
Islamism, he discusses the Islamist vision of state order, the centrality
of antisemitism in Islamist ideology, Islamism's incompatibility with
democracy, the reinvention of jihadism as terrorism, the invented
tradition of shari'a law as constitutional order, and the Islamists'
confusion of the concepts of authenticity and cultural purity. Tibi's
concluding chapter applies elements of Hannah Arendt's theory to
identify Islamism as a totalitarian ideology.
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A succinct, real, world approach to complete bridge system design and
evaluation/b/ Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) and Load and
Resistance Factor Rating (LRFR) are design and evaluation methods that
have replaced or offered alternatives to other traditional methods as
the new standards for designing and load, rating U.S. highway bridges.
Bridge Design and Evaluation covers complete bridge systems
(substructure and superstructure) in one succinct, manageable
package. It presents real, world bridge examples demonstrating both
their design and evaluation using LRFD and LRFR. Designed for a 3, to
4,credit undergraduate or graduate, level course, it presents the
fundamentals of the topic without expanding needlessly into advanced
or specialized topics. Important features include: Exclusive focus on
LRFD and LRFR/Hundreds of photographs and figures of real bridges to
connect the theoretical with the practical. Design and evaluation
examples from real bridges including actual bridge plans and drawings
and design methodologies/Numerous exercise problems/Specific
design for a 3, to 4,credit course at the undergraduate or graduate
level/The only bridge engineering textbook to cover the important



topics of bridge evaluation and rating, Bridge Design and Evaluation is
the most up, to, date and inclusive introduction available for students
in civil engineering specializing in structural and transportation
engineering
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characterized irregular forces as spoilers and infiltrators in post-
conflict peacebuilding processes. The contributors to this book
challenge this conventional understanding of irregular forces in
Southeast Asia, demonstrating that they often attract solid support
from civilians and can be major contributors to the building of local
security - a process by which local residents, in the absence of an
effective police force, develop, partner or are at least included in the
management of community crimes and other violence. They analyze
irregular forces' dealings with political actors at the community level,
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explaining why and how forces are incorporated in and collaborate with
legitimate institutions without using violence against them. Offering a
new approach to dealing with irregular forces in Southeast Asia,
contributors explore new theoretical frameworks that are better suited
for evaluating irregular forces' relationship to different security
providers and the political environments in the region. Specifically, they
examine case studies from Indonesia, Timor-Leste, the Philippines, and
Thailand. A valuable resource for researchers, students and
practitioners in the areas of conflict resolution, peacebuilding, and
security governance, especially those with a focus on Southeast Asia.
This book will also be of great interest to scholars of the sociology and
anthropology of the region"-- Provided by publisher.


