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Sojourn is a Leitwort in the ancestral narratives of Genesis, repeatedly
accentuated as an important descriptor of the patriarchs’ identity and
experience. This study shows that despite its connotations of
alienation, sojourn language in Genesis contributes to a strong
communal identity for biblical Israel. An innovative application of
Anthony D. Smith’s theory of ethnic myth utilizes the categories of
ethnoscape, election, and communal ethics as analytical tools in the
investigation of the Genesis sojourn texts. Close exegetical treatment
reveals sojourn to strengthen Israel’s ethnic identity in ways that are
varied and at times paradoxical. Its very complexity, however, makes it
particularly useful as a resource for group identity at times when
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straightforward categories of territorial and social affiliation may fail.
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Taking the growing South African mining town of Emalahleni as a case
study, this book investigates whether a just transition from coal-
generated energy is possible and what the local implications of this
global restructuring of the energy sector will be.


