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"Bind the Republic together" : canals, railroads, and the paradox of
American progress -- Immigrant labor and the American imagination :
Irish ditchdiggers, the triumph of progress, and the contest of canal
communities in the Hoosier State -- "Abuse of the labour and lives of
men" : Irish construction workers and the violence of progress on the
Illinois transportation frontier -- "Hell (and Heaven) on wheels" :
Mormons, immigrants, and the reconstruction of American progress
and masculinity on the transcontinental railroad -- "The greatest
monument of human labor" : Chinese immigrants, the landscape of
progress, and the work of building and celebrating the transcontinental
railroad -- End-of-track : reflections on the history of immigrant labor
and American progress.
"In America's historical imagination, toil and triumph against nature
and overwhelming odds characterizes such achievements as the Erie
Canal and the transcontinental railroad. Triumph transformed canal and
railroad entrepreneurs into visionaries whose work brought the nation
bountiful riches and did the Lord's bidding. Celebrated for their spirit
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and perseverance in 'building' the nation's infrastructure, they found
respect for looking to tomorrow and creating a future. For generations,
most indexes of American history supported and reinforced this
narrative of progress. Yet, if this is the historical memory, it is
conveniently stunted. What of those whose bodies strained and broke
under the load of such glories? What of those men beyond the din and
fanfare who only appear in old photographs with faces blurred and
indistinguishable? In their lives and deaths in the mud, muck, and
mountains is another history of American achievement. These barely
visible and forgotten, ordinary men, 'unskilled' immigrants from Ireland
and China, Mormons, and native-born American workingmen rank, as
well, as the creators of national growth and progress. Their experiences
and voices, along with those of the privileged and well-connected, are
the subjects of this study. I examine the rise of Western canals and
railroads to national prominence through the menial labor of countless
men, largely hidden from view because they left virtually no paper trail,
who strung together livelihoods at the economic fringes of society. This
book examines the contest for control of American progress and
history as distilled from the competing narratives of canal and railroad
construction workers and those fortunate enough to avoid this fate"--
Provided by publisher.
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Geolocation Risk Scores for Credit Scoring Models -- Social Media
Analysis: The Relationship between Private Investors and Stock Price --
Deep learning model of two-phase fluid transport through fractured
media: a real-world case study -- A Proximal Algorithm for Network
Slimming -- Diversity in deep generative models and generative AI --
Improving Portfolio Performance Using a Novel Method for Predicting
Financial Regimes -- kolopoly: Case Study on Large Action Spaces in
Reinforcement Learning -- Alternating mixed-integer programming
and neural network training for approximating stochastic two-stage
problems -- Heaviest and densest subgraph computation for binary
classification. A case study -- SMBOX: A Scalable and Efficient Method
for Sequential Model-Based Parameter Optimization -- Accelerated
Graph Integration with Approximation of Combining Parameters --
Improving Reinforcement Learning Efficiency with Auxiliary Tasks in
Non- Visual Environments: A Comparison -- A hybrid steady-state
genetic algorithm for the minimum conflict spanning tree problem --
Reinforcement learning for multi-neighborhood local search in
combinatorial optimization -- Evaluation of Selected Autoencoders in
the Context of End-User Experience Management -- Application of
multi-agent reinforcement learning to the dynamic scheduling problem
in manufacturing systems -- Solving Mixed Influence Diagrams by
Reinforcement Learning -- Multi-Scale Heat Kernel Graph Network for
Graph Classification -- Accelerating Random Orthogonal Search for
Global Optimization using Crossover -- A Multiclass Robust Twin
Parametric Margin Support Vector Machine with an Application to
Vehicles Emissions -- LSTM noise robustness: a case study for heavy
vehicles -- Ensemble Clustering for Boundary Detection in High-
Dimensional Data -- Learning Graph Configuration Spaces with Graph
Embedding in Engineering Domains -- Towards an Interpretable
Functional Image-Based Classifier: Dimensionality -- Reduction of
High-Density Di use Optical Tomography Data -- On Ensemble
Learning for Mental Workload Classification -- Decision-making over
compact preference structures -- User-Like Bots for Cognitive
Automation: A Survey -- On Channel Selection for EEG-based Mental
Workload Classification -- What Song Am I Thinking Of -- Path-
Weights and Layer-Wise Relevance Propagation for Explainability of
ANNs with fMRI Data -- Sensitivity Analysis for Feature Importance in
Predicting Alzheimer?s Disease -- A Radically New Theory of how the
Brain Represents and Computes with Probabilities.
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 9th International
Conference on Machine Learning, Optimization, and Data Science, LOD
2023, which took place in Grasmere, UK, in September 2023. The 72
full papers included in this book were carefully reviewed and selected
from 119 submissions. The proceedings also contain 9 papers from
and the Third Symposium on Artificial Intelligence and Neuroscience,
ACAIN 2023. The contributions focus on the state of the art and the
latest advances in the integration of machine learning, deep learning,
nonlinear optimization and data science to provide and support the
scientific and technological foundations for interpretable, explainable
and trustworthy AI. .
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