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Introduction : the uses of representational models -- Decisions and
choices, immediate and planned -- Beliefs and believing -- Reasoning,
calculating, and doing things with the mind -- Learning and learning to
learn -- Communicating.

Inside Man presents readers with an exercise in modeling human ways
of being—thinking, feeling, acting. This book does not merely
introduce models, but also attempts to teach modeling and to produce,
within the reader, the predispositions and attitudes of the modeler: a
distance from the individual whose behavior is modeled, an
engineering approach to the model-building process, a (self)-critical
approach to the model testing and elaboration process, and a
pedagogical and a therapeutic approach to enacting and
communicating models. Author Mihnea C. Moldoveanu makes the
process and the phenomenon of modeling transparent and explicit, and
clarifies the reasons for which modeling human behavior has to be an
interactive process between the modeler and the modeled. This
perspective situates Inside Man at the intersection of analytical and
computational thinking about rationality, reasoning, choice and
thinking, and the tradition of action science and action research.
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Personnalité singuliere de I'anthropologie américaine, Marshall Sahlins
montre dans ce plaidoyer anti-évolutionniste que les changements
socio-culturels observés chez différents peuples ne représentent pas
une rupture par rapport a une longue histoire prétendument «
immobile ». Il n'y a pas de peuple « sans histoire » comme on 'a
parfois prétendu en Occident depuis I'époque des Lumiéres.



