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Physicists have devoted much effort to reproducing the conditions of
the primordial universe in laboratory conditions in their quest to work
out a comprehensive theory of the appearance and evolution of nuclear
matter. Whether it be trying to recreate the predicted primordial state
of high-energy density matter in which quarks and gluons are
effectively deconfined - the so-called Quark Gluon Plasma (QGP) - or
exploring the structure and reaction properties of very unstable nuclei
in experiments using radioactive beams, they have striven to
understand the events which characterized the Big Bang


