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"The essays in this volume come mostly out of the conference, 'First
Impressions: The Cultural History of Print in Imperial China (8th-14th
centuries),’ that took place at the Fairbank Center for East Asian
Research, Harvard University, June 25-27, 2007"--Acknowledgements.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
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Anne E. McLaren -- Afterword : rethinking western printing with
Chinese comparisons / Ann Blair.

The essays in this volume seek to flesh out the diversity of Chinese
textual production during the period spanning the tenth and fourteenth
centuries when printing became a widely used technology. By exploring
the saocial and political relations that shaped the production and
reproduction of printed texts, the impact of intellectual and religious
formations on book production, the interaction between print and other
media, readership, and the growth of collections, the contributors offer
the first comprehensive examination of the cultural history of book
production in the first 500 years of the history of printing. In an
afterword historian of the early modern European book, Ann Blair,
reflects on the volume's implications for the comparative study of the
impact of printing.
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