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Defining orthodoxy in the Chan/Zen traditions -- Tracing the elusive
yulu: the origins of Chan's records of sayings -- Narration in action:
early fragments of Linji's teachings -- Giving form to the formless: the
formation of the Linji lu -- Strange brew: the fictional background to
yulu encounter dialogues -- Toward a conclusion: the Linji lu and the
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The Linji lu, or Record of Linji, ranks among the most famous and
influential texts of the Chan and Zen traditions. Ostensibly containing
the teachings of the Tang dynasty figure Linji Yixuan, the text has
generally been accepted at face value, as reliable records of the
teachings of this historical figure. In this book, Albert Welter offers the
first systematic study of the Linji lu in a western language. Welter
places the Linji lu in its historical context, showing how the text was
manipulated over time by the Linji faction. Rather than recording the
teachings of the illustrious patriarch of



