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Without warning stroke can paralyze, blind, or kill. Some victims
recover, but many do not and may even suffer another disabling or
fatal attack. The drug known as tPA can drastically reduce the long-
term disability associated with stroke, but despite its near-miraculous
capabilities and the growing support of most neurologists, it has been
slow to win acceptance as the standard of care in emergency
departments nationwide. tPA for Stroke chronicles how this remarkable
drug came to be tested in stroke victims, its early years in development
by the pharmaceutical giant Genentech, and its eventua
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La grande majorite des organismes internationaux et nationaux de
recherche s'accordent pour reconnaitre aujourd'hui l'imperatif
d'encadrer la recherche internationale par des normes ethiques.
Plusieurs comites d'ethique dans le champ de la sante s'efforcent alors
de baliser I'acceptable et le justifiable dans les protocoles de recherche
soumis a l'analyse. Leur recours a des principes ethiques ou des valeurs
a portee universelle s'inscrit pourtant dans le contexte d'un discours
critigue muscle sur les limites d'une ethique normative fondee sur
I'application de tels principes. Le present article soutient que ces
critiques sont souvent mal fondees, qu'elles concernent plus des
usages abusifs et restrictifs qui denaturent le principisme et qu'elles
refletent une mauvaise comprehension des versions modernes d'un «
principisme specifie ». Cette approche methodologique est soucieuse
de specifier les limites de I'application de principes universels en
fonction d'une sensibilite aux contextes socioculturels specifiques et
dans le souci d'une ouverture a la discussion ethique participative. Elle
offre une nouvelle voie d'articulation des imperatifs de sensibilite
ethnoculturelle et de respect des droits universels.



The majority of international and national research organisations
recognise that international research must now respect ethical
standards. Many ethics committees in health research go to great
lengths to establish acceptable and justifiable rules for research
protocols submitted for review. The decision to establish ethical
principles and universal values was taken in the context of strong
criticism relating to the limitations of a standardised ethics system
based on the application of such principles. This article supports the
view that these criticisms are often based on weak arguments, that they
are more concerned with abusive and restrictive practices which alter
the principism, and that they reveal a poor understanding of modern
versions of « specified principism », This methodological approach is
careful to specify the limitations due to the application of universal
principles, with regard to sensitivity to specific socio-cultural contexts,
and seeks to encourage a participative form of ethical discussion. It
offers a new way of combining the imperatives of ethnocultural
sensitivity and respect for universal rights.



