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This book concerns one of the paradigm examples of
grammaticalization, the development of a definite article from a
demonstrative determiner. Although standard written Finnish has no
articles, the demonstrative se is currently emerging as a definite article
in spoken Finnish. This book describes and explains the developing use
of se based on a database consisting of spoken narratives from three
different periods spanning the last one hundred years.The author
proposes that the development from demonstrative to article has its
roots in the way that speakers ordinarily use dem



