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pt. 1. The great debates about the national road -- pt. 2. The national
road in its prime -- pt. 3. The decline and revival of the road, its roles
as a precursor of the interstate system, and its place as a national
system -- pt. 4. Twenty-first-century legacy.
The National Road is a comprehensive history of the first federally
financed interstate highway, an approximately 600-mile span that
joined Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois
in the nineteenth century. This book covers the road's contribution to
the cultural, economic, and administrative history of the United States,
its decline during the second half of the nineteenth century, and its
revival in the twentieth century in the form of U.S. Route 40.</
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