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At the beginning of the twentieth century, Indian Territory, which would
eventually become the state of Oklahoma, was a multicultural space in
which various Native tribes, European Americans, and African
Americans were equally engaged in struggles to carve out meaningful
lives in a harsh landscape. John Milton Oskison, born in the territory to
a Cherokee mother and an immigrant English father, was brought up
engaging in his Cherokee heritage, including its oral traditions, and
appreciating the utilitarian value of an American education. Oskison left
Indian Territory to atte
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